Harpenden U14’s  vs  Watford U14’s

Sunday 19th September 2010.

What a treat! Harpenden U14 B’s took to the pitch  for their first game of the season against Watford. Not just any pitch, the hallowed turf that is Pitch 1, the 1st team pitch in front of an anxious crowd on a sunny Sunday morning.
Harps fielding 3 new faces in their starting line-up immediately showed their intent, taking the game to their opponents. An early spell of pressure led to a try within 5 minutes. Recycled ball followed by a flowing movement along the backs and Rees Saunders bundled his way through the Watford defence for a score.

Resting on their laurels, Harps were immediately caught napping and despite a brief period of resolute defending, let their guard down for a second only to allow a crash ball to level the scores.

The game restarted and an attacking play, similar to the first score although on this occasion, on the opposite side of the pitch, allowed Toby Ashby to weave his way through the visitor’s barricade on his first appearance in over a year. Murray Claason demonstrated exactly why he is knocking on the ‘A Team’ dressing room door with a confident 50 metre run from within the Harp’s half. Twisting, turning and the occasional pirouette which would have left the most critical of ballet admirers impressed. Claason was held up on the Watford 5 metre line, however this merely delayed the inevitable. A further play of pack dominance allowed the ball to find it’s way into Sam Mann’s capable hands and again, over for another score.
Harps were now playing with a new found confidence. The forwards were taking the game straight to their opponents led, in full by the front row of Zak (Number 2), Harry Edwards and new boy, Raju Rahman, supported by back row of William Harris, Andrew Harkness and Patrick Ellidge. Within minutes Saunders crossed the score line for yet another score after a neat switch with Mann. 
Mark Riley was next to join in the try-fest following a strong scrum against the head. Ashby fed the ball to George Richardson who switched play to the blindside and Riley, supported by Jacob Harris, powered his way taking 3 opponents over the line with him.

Half time Harpenden 25 – Watford 5

Half time brought wholesale changes to the Harpenden line up. No fewer than 5 to be exact. This, however had very little effect to the home side’s approach to the game. Quick thinking by Joey Jackson allowed debutant Rahman to power his way over the Watford goal line for his first score for Harpenden.

Many teams would switch off at this point but this Harpenden side would have none of it. This was demonstrated by a ‘nailed-on’ try scoring opportunity being foiled by full-back Claason. A strong run from the visitor’s number 8 looked to all, a guaranteed score however Claason covered his line and spoiled the visitor’s party – once again.

Watford were soon back on the score sheet after a brief nap by the home side allowed a simple score beneath the posts.

Back to business for Harps after the restart. Some flowing play, once again allowed territory to be gained at a pace. A penalty awarded to the Men in Black and quick thinking again, this time from the Full-Back. Before the Watford players knew what was happening, Saunders bustled over for his hat-trick. Not exactly a classic winger’s try but one of determination and bravery.

Hooker, Harry Edwards decided it was now his turn to join in the party with a forceful run into the tiring Watford defence following a neat exchange of passing throughout the backs.

With the clock running down and victory inevitable, Dominic Stevens crashed through the Watford players to get himself on the score sheet and added a conversion to boot. Almost immediately from the restart, Harps pushed straight back into the visitor’s half and earned themselves a penalty after yet another high tackle. Stevens picked up the ball, and indicated a crash ball play was soon to follow. No-one could have realised that his intention was to restart and fly over the score line himself.

Final score Harpenden 52 – Watford 12

