Sunday October 4 2010  

Harpenden’s Under-14 A team opened their league programme with an away game against Ealing, and had no luck at all in going down 9-22 to last season’s top-ranked team.

In the first half the Harps boys had the wind and rain in their faces and found it difficult to get out of their own half, but very committed defence held Ealing at bay till the 20th minute when following a ruck 40 metres out their backs spun the ball to their speedy right winger who just managed to cross wide out ahead of number 8 Harvey’s desperate covering tackle. The conversion missed, leaving Harpenden trailing 0-5.

Harps might have equalised immediately following the restart when the ball was hacked into the Ealing in-goal area and second-rower Ed C raced for it.  The referee couldn’t be sure about the touchdown and awarded a five-metre scrum to the attacking team. Harps didn’t leave Ealing’s red zone empty-handed, though, being awarded a penalty at a spot handy to the posts which fullback Tim converted. 3-5.

Ealing, however, replied immediately. From the kickoff a handling mistake on Harpenden’s 22-metre line gifted Ealing the ball and their forwards mauled it strongly up to and over the goal-line. The conversion was again astray. 3-10.

From the restart Harpenden immediately made their way deep into Ealing’s half and from a collapsed scrum were awarded a kickable penalty. The scrum resulted in prop George suffering a neck injury which necessitated a long delay while he was helped from the field. Although still sore at match’s end, he looked to be making a good recovery. Tim goaled again and the half-time whistle blew on a 6-10 scoreline.

Coach Will was optimistic that his team had the winning of the game at halftime if Harps could just iron out the handling errors and other little inaccuracies in their game, a product of rustiness after having had just the one warm-up game. And they certainly started well, having the best of the territory and possession for the first five or so minutes.

Then came a match-changing moment. Ealing’s speedy right winger found himself in space and looked certain to score in the corner until a desperate lunge by Harvey clattered him over the touchline. Unsighted, and only after consulting with the touch judge, the referee awarded the five-pointer. Suddenly Harps faced a 6-15 scoreline and the prospect of having to score twice to take the lead.

Harps did manage to pull Ealing’s lead back when Harry’s nicely-judged kick through put them deep into the home team’s territory, and the pressure applied by his forwards won another penalty which Tim goaled. But Ealing had the final say when one of their larger forwards rampaged through some tired defence to set up a try in the left-hand corner, which was converted for a 9-22 final scoreline.

This was a promising start by a team lacking game time, and was a great improvement on the effort against Ealing last year when the champions ran up a cricket score. It augers well for a more successful league finish than last year’s sixth place.

