Ealing Festival Match Reports

Harpenden A’s

Match 1: 
Harpenden 5
Ealing 3

Drawing the defending champions and waiting till 11:20 to start the first game is challenge enough for any squad, but our boys took it in their stride! The start was a bit slow, but thanks to great solo tries from Ollie ‘Lightning’ Brien and Jamie ‘Snakehips’ Cutler, we went in to half time at 2-2. 

The break enabled Alan to work his motivational magic and the second half saw a fine display of teamwork and speed: tries from Messers Brien, Bignell and Harkness brought Harpenden’s total to 5; great tagging - especially from Will Barford and Paul Maikovsky - combined with disciplined organisation to keep the home side at bay, until they scored their third with the last play of the match. But no matter, Harpenden had sealed the victory and were off to a winning start…

Match 2:
Harpenden 7
 Welwyn Garden City 4

A pulsating match played at breakneck speed, saw some truly instinctive passing from all the boys – a great credit to the early season efforts of the coaches. This was inspiring stuff, where teamwork and support was the name of the game and every single Harpenden boy shone. 

Yet there was still space for some outstanding solo efforts: Will B made an incredible one- handed catch from a fine pass by Ewan under extreme pressure and followed this up with some artistic shimmies and dodges plus explosive speed, to score a try that left  the galleries howling their approval (including some Welwyn parents); no less impressive was Paul M’s solo run from the centre to score a try that anyone would be proud of; and Tom Charlton tagged phenomenally as usual, taking 7 in total, with at least two of these coming from acrobatic mid air lunges.

Welwyn managed to score four, but this was flattering to them and not due to defensive lapses – rather they snuck through whilst our boys were catching their breaths!

2 wins out of 2 and now the sun was out, shining brightly…       
Match 3: 
Harpenden 5
Wasps 2

The two hour wait till the third match didn’t have too much of an adverse impact, but Harpenden had to work harder in this one to keep their concentration going. 
Who better to rely on in situations like this than Owen Brown? His decisive moves kept the Wasps on the defensive and he seemed to be literally everywhere on the pitch, supporting his teammates with aplomb. He was duly rewarded with 2 tries and 5 fabulous tags, the latter only exceeded by ‘Tagging Tom C’ (who took 6 in this one)!

Tom B and Harry Price also excelled, both scoring fine individual tries and working their little socks off throughout the match.

Another great win, but by the end our boys unsurprisingly looked 
a bit jaded – after all it was by now 2:30pm and they had been waiting around in the blazing October heat since 9:30am!




Match 4:
Harpenden 3 
London Welsh 6

Now I’m not one to complain as everyone knows, but did you notice how short the Welsh tags were? Or the fact that they (their tags) were coloured red to match their shirts and worn high above their waists? Or that the bonkers schedule had us playing them shortly after the Wasps match, whilst we waited at least 2 weeks between each of our other encounters?
Anyway, conspiracy theories aside, this was another fine match that was keenly contested and close until well into the second half. The Welsh were speedy and made some great runs, which seemed to non-plus our guys early on. Still, Will, Tom B and Ollie managed some great individual tries and in the second half, we were back to superb tagging. 

The Welsh boys kept their best till the last 2-3 minutes, when they scored 3 tries to take them into the final. 

Never mind, we’ll get them next year when the virtues of contact will negate any shenanigans and will help us to make it third time lucky!
 In the meantime, this was once again a really great effort from our boys and bodes well for a successful season ahead. 
