Sunday November 14 2010  

The Under-14 B team took on Bedford Bs in a league match on a puggy pitch at Redbourn Lane on Sunday and found the visitors’ big and aggressive forward pack combined with some quick outside backs too much of a handful.

Harpenden started sleepily and by the time they woke up five minutes into the game found themselves trailing by two tries as Bedford’s runners galloped hard and straight through some flimsy defence.

Harps then got up a bit of momentum themselves through their biggest forward, prop Raj, who received the ball at speed from a tapped penalty and cut through most of the Bedford pack like a cannonball. However the move broke down just short of the Bedford line and a relieving penalty allowed the visitors to move back into Harpenden territory and threaten another score.

A couple of try-saving tackles by centre Bryn, and good positional play by fullback Murray helped hold Bedford at bay on this occasion. The visitors kept pressing, however, and only some sound defensive work by the entire Harpenden forward pack held them out and enabled Bryn to get away a long clearing kick that took play out to the halfway line.

Harpenden then undid all their good work by leaving a short blindside unguarded. The ball popped out of a ruck and was snatched up by the Bedford left wing, who scampered away and just gained the tryline in Murray’s tackle, leaving the home team trailing 0-15.

Bedford swung back onto the attack following the restart and despite some brave Harps’ defence, particularly from Mark, Michael and George, managed to work a three-on-one overlap down Harps’ left flank to score in the corner for a 0-20 lead at halftime.

Harpenden needed to be first to score in the second half but after Bryn had single-handedly defused Bedford’s opening attack, defensive errors let them down again and allowed Bedford to extend their lead to 25 points.

With a win all but out of reach Harpenden seemed to get their dander up at last and enjoyed their best spell of the game as a result. Aggressive rucking and determined running by a number of the forwards – Patrick, Harry, Connor and Raj being especially prominent – won them a five metre scrum and a good push allowed number 8 Connor to burst off the back and score near the posts. Connor also added the extra two points and with about 15 minutes remaining Harpenden hopes were raised by a 7-25 scoreline.

Bedford soon extinguished them however, scoring from a penalty close to Harpenden’s line despite some brave tackling from Mark and Connor, and crossing again soon after, despite Murray and William doing their best to foil them, to extend their lead to 7-37. Harpenden spent the last few minutes working their way deep into Bedford territory but the final whistle went before they could capitalise on their good field position.

This was a game where the Bs played well in patches – extremely well on occasions – but at other times let themselves down by missing tackles and allowing the Bedford pack – admittedly a sizeable one – to bully them off the ball. That aside, however, there was some excellent work done by a number of players, both with the ball in hand and on defence, and signs of a good team spirit that a score line continually mounting against them failed to diminish.

