Sunday December 12 2010  

The Under 14 B team took on Finchley in a league game at the North London club’s ground on a pitch with some interesting undulations which had not been caused by rabbits, moles or the recent frosty weather.   The Harps boys contended well enough with this unusual feature but were unable to overcome a Finchley forward pack that outweighed our boys by at least a stone a man.

Lacking anybody with much propping experience the game went ahead with uncontested scrums. The Finchley pack countered this disadvantage by mauling the ball upfield at every opportunity, using their big weight advantage to try to grind the Harpenden forwards into submission.

In this way Finchley dominated possession and territory and reached halftime four tries to the good, but the scoreline might have been a lot worse for Harpenden had they not tackled and defended as valiantly as they did. Everybody contributed, but doing especially sterling work were centres Sam and Bryn, fullback Murray, scrumhalf Toby, right-wing David and number 8 Matt, while flanker Michael E was strong in the mauls, on one occasion ripping the ball free from the grasp of one of Finchley’s larger forwards when he had the tryline in sight.

The second half began badly when Harpenden received the ball from the kickoff and – contrary to Tim’s instructions to keep it in hand – hoofed it straight back to Finchley who outflanked the chasers and ran in a long-range try. But thereafter our boys slowly got themselves into the game. The forwards began to contest more aggressively for the ball and the backs on a couple of occasions had the Finchley defence stretched with some good running and passing. But the good work was undone when Harpenden conceded a penalty near their line and Finchley’s biggest forward got up an unstoppable head of steam before being passed the ball from the tap-kick.

That made the score 34-0 and put the game out of Harpenden’s reach, but they were not ready to lie down, and immediately afterwards enjoyed their best moment of the game when they got the ball to Sam near the halfway line and the leggy centre proceeded to weave his way past half the Finchley team before gaining the try line.

This score prompted Finchley to revert to Plan A and their forward pack again got them into the position to score two more tries, but to the Harpenden boys’ credit they refused to give up trying, and at game’s end it was they who had the best chances to have the final say, second-rower Michael B, winger David and flyhalf Will each going close to scoring without quite managing to get the ball over the tryline. Final score, a 48-5 victory to Finchley.

