A week, they say, is a long time in politics. But two weeks in rugby can prove a lifetime. Just ask the England rugby team. Harpenden’s merry band of 2nd XV players trudged over to Boggymead Springs for a shot at some silverware. Some two weeks previous a similar group had made the same journey to be faced by only 12 players, only to promptly lose the game. Harpenden made some tactical switches opting to play a fullback at 9 and playing a winger whose previous rugby experience was school-based and some nine years ago. In glorious playing conditions, St Albans started with gusto and conviction with their pack on-top of proceedings. Directed by their flyhalf, his intelligent boot kicked the corners and turned the Harpenden wingers with relative ease, giving St Albans excellent field position. The opening score came courtesy of a scrum on Harpenden’s twenty-two, St Albans using the simplest of hands and a dummy runner to allow a slick score for their winger. St Albans continued their dominance at set-piece time with a pick and go through a flurry of bodies by their number 8 to add further daylight between the teams. Only sporadic flashes of Harpenden’s ability were witness with Rammon showing his power and Chichester-Miles carrying strongly. An attempted drop goal from distance rebounded off the St Albans crossbar proving to be Harpenden’s only noteworthy chance of a disappointing 40minutes. 
St Albans kept the pressure on the Harpenden pack at scrum-time with a series of scrums deep in Harpenden territory. A miss-communication between the Harpenden backs allowed centre Doug Morete to cross with a well-taken score. With the game seemingly won at 17-0 and with 55mintues played St Albans charitably allowed Harpenden back into the contest. The Men in black began to run from deep and used the slope and wind to their advantage. First a pick and go, following excellent approach play by the Harpenden backs allowed Dayton to bundle his way over. Then, following slick footwork by Payne, debutant Hiller made excellent gains down the blindside. The ball was recycled and Colvin this time powered his way over the gain line. Quick ruck ball at the breakdown allowed Payne to release Cornthwaite who beat several defenders before being hauled down just short of the line. St Albans turned the ball over at the ensuing ruck, but with their fly half taking too long to clear the ball with his boot, the effervescent Macintosh charged down the kick, and pounced on the ball. St Albans’ visibly appeared to crumble, and Harpenden’s forward runners grew in confidence with the likes of Oliver, Lewis and Burns all making inroads. Harpenden’s last score of normal time came via a subtle piece of skill from Payne and a tackle-bursting line from Rammon, who used his power and pace to rip through some tired tackling. The conversion tied the scores at 17 all.

Extra time began with some excellent and at times showpiece rugby. St Albans reverted to their tried and tested method of set-piece dominance and wasted 4 separate guilt-edged pushover scores. With only minutes remaining in the first period of extra time St Albans scored two tries. Firstly a mistake by Payne at flyhalf, opting to run from his own line, allowed turnover ball which St Albans spread wide to score. Following that and providing the final play of the half, St Albans were awarded a penalty try for a dubious high tackle in the corner. The conversion was added and St Albans had a 12 point lead. With bodies beginning the show sides of tiredness on both sides it would have been easier for Harpenden to accept defeat and opt for damage-limitation instead. They didn’t. Harpenden ran everything; tap penalties and kick returns were all returned with interest. Finally, Harpenden opened their extra-time account with a brilliantly taken score following 5 solid minutes of pressure by the Men in Black. A delicately weighted cross-field kick from Payne found the hands of Colvin at full pace to touch down and bring Harpenden back into the fixture. However, it wasn’t to be as Harpenden could only muster one more score as Dayton crossed for a second with the final play of the game.
Final score – 31-27
Team;

Oliver, Dayton, Ledgwig, Chichester-Miles, Lewis, Macintosh, Cornthwaite (C), Burns, Buckman, Payne, Hiller, Rammon, Colvin, Spence and Birch.
Lastly, good luck to St Albans in the final of the HMMT Cup, who proved to be excellent sports throughout a tough and full-blooded contest.

