Harpenden tore into the final of the Hertfordshire County Tankard final after a hard-fought game against local rivals Hemel. 

With the Men in Black having made several changes to the team that thrashed Imperial Medics the week previous; they knew that Hemel would offer a different sort of examination. From the off the physicality on show provided the sizeable crowd with a display of committed and old-fashioned rugby.

From the kick off both sets of packs set about attempting to gain the upper hand. And it was initially Hemel who took the advantage, running hard lines into the middle of the park. Harpenden responded in-kind with some robust defence from Graham, Barton and Read. Several penalty attempts by both kickers went awry as it proved a difficult day for the boot. The Men in Black felt the severity of the referee’s whistle at scrum time, with Hemel appearing dominant here and the home side using their potent counterattack. South, Dumbleton and Chichester-Miles all broke the first line of the blue and white wall but either found themselves isolated or the move broke down. One rampaging run by the returning Dumbleton proved fruitful and gave Barton the chance to open the scoring, which he did with aplomb.

Hemel re-asserted themselves, using a combination of intelligent kicking and their burly forwards to good effect. A handling offence at a ruck provided Hemel with another kickable opportunity for points, but instead they chose to kick for touch and rely on their lineout. The ploy worked, and Harpenden’s blind-side defence switched off momentarily to allow Hemel a try in the far corner. The conversion was missed but at half-time Hemel lead 5-3.

The Men In Black immediately sought to bring themselves back into the contest, via a combination of neutralising Hemel’s set piece and moving the ball wider in open play. The ploy worked well with the introduction of Matt Peck to the fray, adding some meat to the pack, and with Joe Tennant kicking the corners and using his centres as decoy runners. Some consistent Harpenden pressure finally told on Hemel’s defence as, with the home side camped in the opposition 22, some deft hands creating the scoring pass for winger Payne who stepped his marker and dotted down. The conversion was missed, but Harpenden held the upper hand.

Scrum time was nip and tuck and contested over a matter of inches, with Harpenden enjoying at the very least parity. The loss of Dumbleton was softened by the more mobile Green which allowed Harpenden to contest the breakdown on their own terms and pilfer ball. However, Hemel buoyed by partisan away support kicked the corners and used their most potent weapon in the lineout to batter Harpenden into submission. Only some defiant and honest defence from the likes of Hoare, Blake and the impeccable Matt Cross kept the away side at bay. 

From a scrum against the head, Harpenden’s fly half and captain, Joe Tennant, punted the ball into the stand to give Harpenden a shot at some silverware.

Harpenden 8 – Hemel/Camelot 5

Team;

Ledgwig, Cross, Blake, Hoare, Chichester-Miles, Read, Graham, Dumbleton, South, Tennant (c), Payne, Barton J, Kearns, Muskett, Barton A.

Replacements;

Peck for Ledgwig (30”), Green for Dumbleton (60”), Haddock for Payne (70”).

A simple, yet complete list of items for your complete holiday;
 

MUST HAVE: 

Wallet and/or purse and cash (sometimes we forget the most obvious things)

Car and house keys (plus duplicate sets kept in different bags)

Eyeglasses and/or contact lenses (plus lens cleaner)

Prescriptions and other medications

Itineraries, tickets and booking confirmations

Maps and directions 

Disposable wipes 

First-aid kit 
CLOTHES AND BEACH ITEMS: 

Complete change of clothes for each person per day (think cool, comfortable clothing)—though if you are renting a place with laundry facilities, you may be able to get away with less 

Lightweight sweater or jacket and long trouser for cooler evenings 

Swimsuits (two per person, so you'll always have a dry one)

Beach towels 

Beach cover-ups or roomy T-shirts (to throw on over swimsuit when you've had enough sun)

Baseball caps or wide-brim hats (to protect faces from sun)

Sunglasses with UV protection for adults

Sandals (rubber, plastic or waterproof are best) 

Waterproof sunscreen (bring along enough to allow for liberal reapplication even if it is waterproof) 

Lip balm with sunscreen 

Insect repellent (some sunscreens for kids contain insect repellent and vice versa) 

Anti-itch cream (for bug bites)

Cooler with water, other beverages and watery fruits such as grapes (stay hydrated!)
FUN IN THE SUN:

Buckets and spades

Frisbee, inflatable beach ball and other simple beach toys 

Inflatable flotation devices (check safety regulations)

Kite Camera and film 

Plastic bags for collecting shells (or collecting wet suits after a day trip to the beach)
NICE TO HAVE:

Folding beach chairs 

Beach umbrella (some beaches and hotels rent these)

Large family-size blanket or quilt to spread out on beach 
TOILETRIES:

Toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss and mouthwash

Deodorant 

Combs, brushes, hair accessories, blow dryer (if hotel does not provide one)

Shampoo and conditioner

Shaving supplies

Cosmetics 

Nail clippers, scissors and emery boards

Cotton balls 
