Sunday March 20 2011  

The Harpenden B team hosted Pinner and Grammarians in good conditions and after their usual slow start finished strongly in what became an entertaining match to watch.

The Pinner team was sprinkled with sizeable lads, in the forwards and the backs, and from the first whistle they used them well to threaten the Harpenden line. Harpenden held them out for a while, with Rhys, Mattie, Mark and Harry making important tackles, but when the visitors were awarded a five-metre scrum their number 8 was able to launch himself at the goal line and force his way over for a 5-0 lead.

Harpenden enjoyed a spell on the offensive following the restart and won a five-metre scrum themselves. But the much heavier Pinner pack shoved our eight off the ball and defused the threat. The scrum was to prove a problem again for Harpenden, but gradually number 8 Jafor and scrumhalf Toby found a way of clearing the ball quickly before Pinner could disrupt it.

Harpenden then let themselves down with some poor defense – one of only two occasions in the game, both of them costly – and Pinner’s right wing was able to brush off some would-be tacklers to score in the corner and double his team’s lead.

Harpenden quickly got themselves back into the game though through a strong run by Jafor and some good defense when Pinner had the ball, Mark in particular going in low and hard. The attacking spell resulted in first Harry then Joey gaining the try line but narrowly failing to force the ball. But eventually Harpenden’s pressure told on Pinner. A strong run upfield by Joey got his team close and the ball was quickly recycled to the backs who spun it out to Jafor on the right and his pace and strength took him over near the goal posts. Joey added the conversion and at 7-10 the home team was back in the game.

Just before halftime Pinner again capitalised on their strong scrum, however, launching an attack from this platform that two or three phases later had them scoring near the posts for a 17-7 halftime lead.

Soon after the restart Harpenden suffered their second defensive lapse when Pinner’s six-foot tall centre cut a swathe through some half-hearted defence and increased his team’s lead to 24-7. But thereafter Harpenden had much the better of the game, spending most of it deep in Pinner’s half.

Another strong run by Jafor got his team rolling forward and Michael made sure the pressure stayed on Pinner when he stole a throw to a lineout five metres from their line. But at crucial times handling errors and indiscipline let the home team down, resulting in penalties or scrum ball being handed to Pinner.

Eventually Harpenden’s strong rucking and fierce defense were rewarded, however. First Harry, one of Harpenden’s hardest-working players, almost made the tryline and when the ball came back to Toby he spied the hint of a gap in Pinner’s defense and wriggled his way through it for a fine score. Joey’s conversion was again good and the gap was narrowed to 14-24.

A 50-metre run by Jafor got his team straight back onto the attack and they worked desperately hard for the try that would have earned them a bonus point, but again handling errors at crucial times frustrated them. Pinner were rarely able to get the ball out of their own half, but when they did committed defence by the Harps boys kept the tryline secure – outstanding in this regard being Michael, David, Rhys and captain Bryn.

The final whistle went with Harpenden again pressing hard after yet another fine run by man-of-the-match Jafor. If they can maintain the intensity they showed in the second half for the entire match next time they will be very hard to beat.

