Sunday March 6 2011  

The Under 14 B team travelled to Acton to fulfil a tough fixture against league leaders Wasps on a cool but clear day and on a pitch that provided good underfoot conditions.

The home team began strongly, their sizeable and aggressive forward pack working diligently to provide their backs with some useable ball, and despite some good defence from Harps – Harry E, Bryn, Mark and Michael in particular standing out in this regard – half time arrived with Wasps up by 27 points courtesy of five tries and one conversion.

A good pep talk by coach Guy instilled some confidence in his team, however, and Harps had a storming start to the second half. Michael won good lineout ball which Harry E drove on and the quickly recycled ball resulted in Sam on the left wing going close to scoring.

Harps were then awarded a couple of five-metre scrums – the second after some strong mauling by Zac – from which a blindside dab by Bryn gave Sam a sight of the line and the lanky winger evaded four converging defenders to score in the corner. 

Right wing David then got Harps back onto the attack with a fine piece of elusive running but his team were unable to retain the ball and from the turnover Wasps worked it into the clear on the right and were able to score despite a brave tackle by Sam on their big number 8, leaving Harpenden trailing by 5-32.

Wasps then mounted a couple of wide attacks. David stopped the first down his flank, and Bryn and Jacob combined to snuff out a surge down their wing, but this move got Wasps close to the line and from there their strong mauling forwards were able to wrestle their way over to extend their lead to 37-5.

Harpenden were not done with, however. Running strongly and straight, first Toby then Michael took the ball deep into Wasps’ territory and the support arrived in time to provide Harry E with the chance of a dive at the line. He was held up short of it but a penalty ensued and from this Zac ran onto a pass at pace and powered his way over from 10 metres out. 37-10.

The exchanges during the remaining five minutes or so of the match were fairly even and Harpenden deserved by go into the shed all square with their opponents over the second half hour. But right at the death Wasps pounced on a loose ball from a Harpenden lineout and crossed to score out wide for a final scoreline of 42-10.

This was an encouraging display by the Bs. For good periods of the game they matched and even bettered their more highly rated opponents and were only let down by the occasional lapse in concentration, particularly on defence when the odd missed tackle proved costly.

