Certainty in this current environment is a dubious word. That by extension is an oxymoron in itself, but this isn’t a lesson in sociolinguistics or a critique of the current European Sovereign Debt Crisis. Here’s an example of some non-specific certainties:
Certainty:

· If we (Harpenden) start the game slowly and concede early scores we will have an uphill task in trying to win the game.

· Jack Haddock’s goal kicking.

· Moses’ touchline enthusiasm.

· If we (Harpenden) continue to preserve and the self-belief remains in the senior’s squad we will start to win games with relative ease.

Despite Harpenden producing the best 36 minutes of rugby of 2011 it wasn’t quite enough to beat a resilient Chiswick side. The Men in Black though salvaged a losing bonus point by the metronome that is Jack Haddock’s right boot at the game’s death. The opening 4 minutes of the contest were exactly what the Harpenden coaching staff were keen to avoid, to a T. We conceded two weak tries in a matter of minutes through a lack of concentration then the unluckiest of slips. Then, as if by magic, Harpenden awoke from their self-imposed slumber. The forwards wanted to take the game to their opponents and the backs were willing to cut lines and run from deep, and everything was right in the world. Firstly, a lineout deep in the Chiswick half allowed the ever-dangerous Harpenden backs some front foot possession and bang, they scored. Tennant’s delightfully weighted pass finding the on-rushing Barton who scythed through the Chiswick wall and rounded the fullback with relative ease. Haddock, as he always does, added the extras. The pressure created further chances for Harpenden, with MacDonald oh-so dangerous around the breakdown and the likes of Hoare and Chichester-Miles offering their bodies where possible, Harpenden pounced again to take the lead. Again the hard-graft of the forwards matched the endeavour shown by the backs, and it was the hands of Kearns and guile of Tennant that created the space for the twinkle-toed Musket to round his man with aplomb. The cat’s Black tail was up. A further Haddock penalty created daylight between the teams. The only blotch on an otherwise excellent period of play was the injury suffered to the live-wire MacDonald, whose participation lasted until the 37th minute. His departure was greeted with genuine relief by the home side.
HT 10-17
The second half began in a whirlwind. Chiswick upped their game and their off-load game, relatively stifled in the first period, unhinged the Harpenden defence. Every time Harpenden tried to force pressure upon the home side, a relieving penalty enabled that pressure to be lifted, and with a decent wind, play could be shifted 40/50 metres with relative ease. Chiswick’s meatier pack began to click and made serious inroads, which Harpenden struggled to repel. And so it proved, as a series of pick and drives resulted in a try mid-way through the second half. Again the home side used the conditions to their advantage, knowing the contours of their home patch, kicked the corners when appropriate and shifted the tiring Harpenden players around the paddock. With overlaps being created at will, Harpenden’s winger was adjudged to have killed the ball when a try-scoring opportunity was on offer to Chiswick. The decision was without-doubt the correct one, but the wrong player was penalised and Harpenden had to deal with a confident Chiswick side with only 14 players for 10 minutes. From the resulting penalty Chiswick opted for the lineout and punished Harpenden to the extent of 5 points. The score ticked along to 20-17 with only 15 minutes remaining. The next score would prove crucial to the outcome of the game.
And so it proved, but for some last ditch defending from Payne and excellent cover defence from Barton, Kearns and substitutes Baker and Riccarty the game could have been over earlier. Harpenden frustrated Chiswick, turning over ball and defending like lions with a player down. However, it was a piece of ingenuity from Chiswick’s backrow that ultimately put the game beyond Harpenden’s reach, with a delightful blind cross-kick which found a teammate’s hands. The score put the game out of reach, but Harpenden found a bonus point, thanks to Haddock’s cool head.
Team:

Blake, Collier, Ledgwig, Stanley, Preston, Murphy, Chichester-Miles, Hoare, MacDonald, Tennant, Smith, Barton, Kearns, Musket, Haddock.

Substitutions:

Payne for MacDonald (37”), Baker for Hoare (68”), Riccarty for Murphy.
