Under 7’s Report

Ealing Festival – Saturday 15th October	
		
The Leopards and Lions represented the U7’s squad at the festival with both teams coming away with very credible performances against some tough opposition. 

Leopards (A Team)

Seb Jackson
Liam Tynan
Zackary Gamble
Isaac Moore
Tom James
Christopher Alvis
Henry Silkstone-Wainwright
Benjamin Hobbs
Freddie Brooks

Despite a slow start from the Leopards they were evenly matched against the home side.  The result could have gone either way but Ealing’s luck held out and they took the result.  A result that ultimately took them to the final.   

The Leopards finally sprang to life mid-way through their second match and, but for a break away try, should have come away with the win.  With the team starting to gel they managed to come through the remaining pool matches with good wins against H&F and London Welsh.

With BoE on equal points and a match to play, we needed Ealing to beat them in the final pool match by 2 tries for us to make the 3rd place play-off.  The match was a nail biting affair with Ealing coming out victors 3 – 2  Tied on the same pool points and equal try difference it came down to tries for.  The Leopards progressed by virtue of 16 tries for against 14!

On to the Play-off was against Teddington.  With both teams evenly matched the sides traded tries 1-0, 1-1, 2-1…… With a minute to play Leopards won a turnover and free-pass on the half way line.  With a great arching run, Liam outpaced the defence to touch down in the corner 5 – 4 …just time for one more play.  The Teddington attack broke through the line and looked odds on to even up the score, but some great chasing back put sufficient pressure on the ball carrier for them to fumble the ball on the line.  Game over and a deserved 3rd place in the A team competition.

Player of the Festival: Liam Tynan

Pools Matches:
Harpenden  4		6  Ealing
Harpenden  3		3  Bank of England
Harpenden  5		1  Hammersmith & Fulham
Harpenden  4		2  London Welsh

Third Place Play-off:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Harpenden  5		4  Teddington
Lions (B Team)

Archie Mathers
Harrison Taylor
Alasdair Woolgrove
Josh Burnard
Alex Mancey
Harry Bisseker
Kieren Gallagher
Daniel Guy
Isabella Chapman
Freddie Mathews

The Lions squad was primarily a development squad intended to give some of the less experienced players a chance to see what playing in a tournament was all about.  So to come 4th was very creditable and an achievement to be proud of.

All of the matches played were very competitive with most of them flowing end to end. The highlight being the 9-1 thrashing of the Wasps team. The 3-4th place play off game was very even and the Lions were very unfortunate not to come out with a 3-3 draw after showing a great deal of continuity when in possession of the ball and excellent organization in defense. 

It was great to see a number of the players progress as the day went on and I expect a number to be pushing for places in the Leopards in the very near future.


Player of the Festival: Alex Mancey


Pools Matches:
Harpenden  5		5  Ealing 
Harpenden  4		5  Rosslyn Park
Harpenden  9		1  Wasps
Harpenden  6		2  Bank of England

Third Place Play-off:
Harpenden  2		3  Teddington
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