Sunday January 15 2012
The Under 15 B team’s visit to Enfield was a saga of missed opportunities.
The game began in the worst possible fashion for the visitors when the kick-off was fielded by Enfield’s right winger who hared off down the touchline and scored under the bar without a hand being laid on him. Less than a minute gone, and Harpenden were down 0-7.

Two more defensive lapses both resulted in long-range tries by Enfield, both also scored down the right flank by their speedy outside backs, and at halftime Harps faced a 0-21 deficit.
It wasn’t that Harpenden had played all that badly either. They had a handful of good scoring opportunities themselves: a couple of times the final pass failed to go to hand; Second rower Michael, No 8 Jefore and inside centre Connor all had charges at the line blocked by some strong Enfield defence, and on another occasion Jefore was actually over the line but was held up.

And although more tackles were missed than perhaps should have been, there was some excellent defence as well, with fullback Joey, right wing Tom, left wing Rhys and Jefore and Connor in particular stopping moves that threatened to bring Enfield more points.

Harpenden had much the better of the early exchanges in the second half, with Jacob on the left wing being unlucky to be pulled down just short of the line after a slick backline move. So it was cruel luck indeed when a turnover close to Enfield’s line was shipped to one of their speedy backs who again outstripped the cover defence to score under the bar and leave Harps trailing 0-28.
Harpenden refused to concede the game was gone, however, and proceeded to dominate their opponents for the final 30 minutes or so.
The team finally got some reward when Connor charged on to a tapped penalty 45 metres out and defied the Enfield defence to stop him. They couldn’t and although the conversion was astray, Harps were on the board at last.

Soon after the restart their tackling let them down again when the Enfield fullback evaded four or five defenders to put his centre away for a try. But from then on their game went up a notch, both in attack and in defence.

Second rower Patrick made a good run, and his example was followed by flanker Harry and by Connor. And when Enfield threatened, a try-stopping tackle by centre Bryn L ended the move.
Then a good kick by fullback Daniel was chased hard by Jacob and flyhalf Will who harried the Enfield defence into a turnover. And from the resulting five metre scrum Jefore barged his way over to narrow the score to 10-33.

Bryn got his team back on the front foot with an excellent clearing kick and shortly after the Harpenden scrum, which had had the edge on their opponents all game, gave Connor a good platform to charge at the line. He was held up but quick second phase ball was spun along the backline to David on the right wing and his pace took him clear of Enfield’s defenders. This was the best-constructed try of the match and a special one for the former Enfield player in his first trip back to his old club. The conversion was again astray, leaving Harps trailing 15-33.
Enfield managed to monopolise possession for the last five minutes of the game but were prevented from adding to their score by some outstanding defence, both individually and collectively. The former came from Daniel, who pulled off a brave front-on tackle when he alone stood between a rampaging Enfield forward and the tryline, in the process sustaining an injury that forced him from the field.
After his departure Harpenden had to withstand a series of attacking Enfield scrums right on their tryline, but did so with great determination, with the result that at the final whistle they at least had the satisfaction of knowing they’d won the second half, 15-12.
