HRFC Under 9s
Saracens Cup 4th December 2011 (Merchant Taylor’s School)
15 lads from the Under 9s squad ventured down to South Watford for the Saracens Cup last weekend. It was an early start which doesn’t normally suit the squad very well and a few hangovers were reported although the lads themselves soon proved to be in much better shape.
The instruction to the squad before the first game was to do the basic things - tackling and rucking - well.
The lads first match was against Marlow and they flew out of the trap. Ewan who decided he was a centre for the day led the charge and scored a great breakaway try to open the account. The lads followed instructions and tackled and rucked brilliantly. Indeed, following an excellent ruck, Will picked up the ball and made a great run, getting tackled just short of the line but popping the ball up for Ollie to score.  Will then picked up the ball at the base of another great ruck to score with a great solo effort. Parents were then treated to a superb dancing effort from Ollie with a spin out of a tackle to cross the line and Skipper Harry sealing the match with a great break and score. 5-0 to Harpenden.
The lads had played some of their best rugby of the season so far and the squad and followers were mightily heartened. The squad comprised a mix of players experienced at this level and other relatively new and developing players. What was great to see was how much the newer players contributed to the whole team effort and how well the squad worked together. Max, Michael, Henry, Julian, Seb and Cameron take a bow.
The second match was against Fullerians and the team continued the way they finished the first game - winning ruck after ruck and creating clean ball for the backs. First a great break from Harry for a try, then a break by Ewan and an offload for Ollie to score. Then two great solo efforts from Seb: the first a run ¾ of the pitch, the second an interception try – efforts that earned Seb the parents’ Player of the Day award. The scoring was capped by a great effort from Ewan. 5-0 to Harpenden.
We knew our last group fixture was the toughest and it quickly proved to be the case. Rosslyn Park were very well drilled and skilful. The rucking table was turned and we lost virtually all ruck ball. We spent the whole game defending.  Whilst not where we wanted to be it did show this squad has great heart. The tackling was immense and earned Ollie and Cameron Players of the Day awards from the Coach for their tackling. The spirit showed by Paul, shoeless Tom and the rest was brilliant BUT Harpenden – 0-4.
We hoped two wins and a great try count would see us through as a best runner up but the results didn’t go our way and we were off to Vicarage Road. Rosslyn Park went on to win the tournament with a 3-0 win over Hertford in the final – which was some consolation. 
Despite the disappointment of not getting out of our group, parents and coaches agreed that the squad had put in their best performance of the season so far. The twins were both tremendous in the rucking department despite them both claiming to be scrum-halves  and let it be noted that the wings got their hands on the ball and scored 5 of the tries – particularly pleasing!!



